The Snake River has provided the region’s human inhabitants with important resources for
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came to trap and trade for furs. Decades later, the river provided relief to parched, hungry emigrants
on the Oregon Trail. Placer miners searched its sand and gravel for gold, and farmers and ranchers

Native Americans
Lower Salmon Falls was the pefect setting for harvesting
massed together in the pools at the foot of the cascade,
or leaped into the air as they struggled upstream.
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Lower Salmon Falls was the site of a Native American
village that became a regional gathering place during the
their winter food supply, and to socialize and trade.
canyons and tributaries provide habitat for game animals, fur-bearers
settlers that began in the 1860s created competition for

carries sediment for building rich soil, along with tiny particles of
gold that promise riches of another kind.

Native Americans continued to gather at Lower Salmon
Falls. In the 1890s, it was still common to see Native
Americans camped at the falls, catching and drying

Fish were historically one of the river’s most important resources.
Steelhead trout and a number of species of salmon divide their life
anadramous
down the Snake and Columbia rivers to the ocean as young smolt,
then return as adults to reproduce, or spawn, in the tributary streams
where they began life. Shoshone Falls—an insurmountable barrier—
marked the upstream limit to their migration. For Native Americans,
migrate in great numbers at the same time every year.
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in the early 1900s, but the river remains an important
focal point in the culture of the Native Americans of
Southern Idaho.
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Settling the River

Lower Salmon Falls
who continued living near the falls into the 1890s.

Placer miners began the Euro-American settlement of
Shoshone Falls

the sands and gravel laid down by the Snake River. Flour

Emigrants

well settled by the 1880s, and the town of Hagerman
was founded in 1892. Hay was the main crop until the
1890s, but the early farms also had vegetable gardens, fruit
trees, grapes, melons, and stands of berries. Grains, alfalfa,
clover, and potatoes later became important cash crops.

Fur Traders
Between 1811 and the late 1830s, competing British
and American companies sent trappers and traders to
the Snake River country to meet the world’s demand
for beaver fur—to be made into felt for the fashionable
top hats of the time.

Traveled about 14 miles over barren waste & are encamped on a creek near Salmon Falls. . . . We ﬁnd here some
Indians who are ﬁshing. . . . We have purchased salmon of these Indians, ﬁnd it beautiful & we are feasting on it.
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Company led expeditions along the Snake River in 1811
and 1812. At Lower Salmon Falls, they found about 100
lodges and people “busily occupied in killing and drying
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large piles of sagebrush for fuel outside each entryway.

machinery at the center of the picture is a mechanical hay-baler.

Lower Salmon Falls as it appeared during the late 1800s, prior
to construction of the dam.

