TREATY OF RUBY VALLEY
P

eace and friendship were declared between the Western Shoshone and the
people and government of the United States with the signing of the Treaty
of Ruby Valley on October 1, 1863. It ended years of conflict that cost lives and
destroyed property on both sides. The Western Shoshone agreed to end their
attacks on Euro-Americans and open their land to mining, transportation, and

A BROKEN TREATY

IDAHO

To the Newe, Article 6 of the Treaty committed the Government to establishing a reservation in Ruby Valley.
In 1859, and again in 1864, the Indian Agency set aside a six-mile square area for the Newe to farm and raise
livestock. But the boundary was never officially surveyed. When Euro-American ranchers began filing claims on the
land, the Government abandoned the idea of a Ruby Valley reservation.
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settlement. They would move to reservations once these were established by the
President. The Government agreed to compensate the Newe for their lost food
resources by supplying them with $5,000 worth of cattle and provisions each year
for twenty years. But while the Newe immediately stopped their attacks, the
Government acted slowly and half-heartedly in fulfilling its obligations.

Western Shoshone Territory as described in
Article 5 of the Treaty, and mapped by James Doty,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Utah Territory.
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Territory included in other treaties negotiated in
1863 between Superintendent Doty and various
Shoshone and Bannock bands.
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TWO VIEWS
Newe traditional oral history
describes the signing of the
Treaty as a humiliating ritual.

Reese River Reveille, October 7, 1863.

Courtesy George Eastman House

A group of Western Shoshone, including Captain
Buck, who signed the Treaty of Ruby Valley.

. . . the soldiers . . . killed
an Indian which they had
previously captured and
brought with them. Then
they cut the Indian up and
put him in a huge iron pot .
. . and they cooked him . . .
. Men, women and children
were all forced to eat some
of this human flesh while the
soldiers held their guns on
the people. And it was after
this terrible thing which the
white man did to our people
that the Treaty of 1863 was
signed.
—Frank Temoke Sr.,
April 24, 1965

Only a fraction of the promised cattle, provisions, and supplies ever actually reached the Shoshone. In 1877, the
Ruby Valley Indian Agent complained that the Newe received nothing that year but blankets and a few trinkets.
The Government’s failure to deliver these vital supplies prolonged the hunger and hardship of the days before the
Treaty.

A HOME IN RUBY VALLEY
The Newe maintained their
traditional homes, took
jobs as ranch hands and
domestic workers, and
defended their land rights.
Eventually, a number of
families obtained title
to their property in Ruby
Valley through government
allotment or special
purchases. Their ownership
continues today, although
the “six-mile square”
reservation never became a
reality.
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A Newe woman carries a hoe and
traditional burden basket. The curious,
tame-looking bird in the foreground is a
sandhill crane.

A Newe residence in Ruby Valley, 1917.
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Bronco Charlie’s (“Horsekiller’s”) camp in Ruby Valley, 1917.

THE TREATY TODAY

The Treaty of Ruby Valley brought peace to the Nevada frontier. For the
Government and Euro-Americans, it was a critical step in the settlement of the
state. In the eyes of the Newe, the treaty was never honored, and its signing is
remembered as a dark day in their history. The Treaty of Ruby Valley and the fort
that symbolizes it still have very different meanings for different people.

Muchach Temoke, a Newe leader related
to Old Temoke, one of the signers of the
Treaty. Muchach Temoke was described
as “a strong character and very much in
earnest in this fight [for land and water
rights]. He is . . . very much determined to
assert the rights of himself and his people
to this particular tract.”

